
Protect Our Nation’s Leadership in Space: 

Remove commercial spacecraft from the USML 
 

The Commercial Spaceflight Federation (CSF) is the industry association of leading businesses 

and organizations working to make commercial spaceflight a reality. 

 

CSF commends the Administration for its prompt use of Congress’ authorization to modernize the United 

States Munitions List (USML). Placing items deemed ‘dual-use’ on the Commerce Control List (CCL) will 

allow them to be more appropriately regulated. Commercial communications satellites will especially 

benefit from being regulated under the Export Administration Regulations (EAR) due to their broad civilian 

applications. With this reform, the American commercial satellite industry will become more competitive 

in the international market, grow our nation’s space industrial base, and bring high-tech jobs back to the 

US. 

 

However, the devastating impact that ITAR restrictions had on the well-established commercial satellite 

industry over the past fifteen years is a trenchant demonstration of the damage that ITAR regulation could 

have on the commercial human spaceflight industry. This industry, much like the satellite industry, has the 

potential to greatly contribute to our space industrial base, a major asset to our national security. For this 

reason, CSF urges the removal of commercial spacecraft that “[p]rovide for sub-orbital, Earth 

orbital, cis-lunar, lunar, deep space and planetary spaceflight, or in-space human habitation, which 

have integrated propulsion other than that required for attitude control” from the USML.  

 

While commercial space platforms use many technologies that are adapted for spaceflight, these 

technologies are actually similar to those found in commercial aviation, the International Space Station and 

other items that are either uncontrolled or controlled on the CCL under EAR, such as communication, IT, 

environmental control, cushioning and restraint, docking, and emergency egress systems, among many 

others. Controlling these technologies under the ITAR would offer no national security benefit while 

impeding the industry.  
 

More vehicles flying more frequently in more places will speed the learning of best practices to improve 

the safety of U.S. human spaceflight systems, with large public and private benefits. In addition, some 

spacecraft incorporate elements like rocket engines and reentry technologies that are currently regulated 

elsewhere in the ITAR, and those components would remain ITAR-controlled. Like satellites, commercial 

spacecraft on the CCL would require a Commerce export license (all of which are reviewed to ensure 

that U.S. foreign policy and national security interests are protected) for all destinations except 

Canada.  
 

Currently, the U.S. is the undeniable leader in suborbital commercial vehicles. However, if these 

companies’ exports are regulated too severely, we will likely lose the global market lead. Other countries 

are beginning to recognize the scientific and economic significance of these commercial vehicles. Several 

European companies have recently announced plans for suborbital vehicles. Moving commercial spacecraft 

to the CCL, would provide greater global accessibility to the space environment for tourism and valuable 

research opportunities for the U.S. and our allies. It would give the industry the opportunity to fully 

pursue international markets, ensuring that American companies remain competitive with emerging 

players overseas, contribute to the U.S. economy and our space industrial base. 

 

 

 


