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Message from the President 
 

CSF Members, 
 

This year we saw a great deal of change in both our organization and our industry. As I take the reins of the 

Commercial Spaceflight Federation into 2015, I would like to reflect on some of the accomplishments and 

events of the last year.  

 

October was a difficult month for our industry with the accidents of Orbital Sciences and Virgin Galactic. 

While these events remind us that there is still much work to be done in our 

sector, they also provide a wealth of data that our industry will utilize to 

continue to create safer and more robust systems. CSF will work with the 

FAA AST office and NTSB moving forward as they continue their accident 

investigations.  

 

In light of those events, the suborbital industry saw a great deal of progress 

this year as the Suborbital Applications Researchers Group continued their 

advocacy on behalf of the science and research community. They will soon 

begin to plan the Next Generation Suborbital Researchers Conference to take 

place in Colorado at the beginning of 2016. All of our companies in the 

suborbital sector continue to make progress through component testing and 

test flights throughout the year. In addition, spaceports continue to be the 

center of activity as new sites continue to be added to the roster, an indication 

of our nation’s interest and confidence in the commercial space sector.  

 

Orbital companies continue successful component testing and launches as well. Additionally, NASA 

awarded its Commercial Crew Transportation Capability (CCtCAP) contracts, the latest round in its 

Commercial Crew Program that will develop domestic space transportation capabilities for NASA 

astronauts. This program will bring us one step closer to launching U.S. astronauts from U.S. soil. However, 

low-Earth orbit is not the only destination of interest, as our membership has collectively made progress on 

operations on the Moon and beyond.  

 

Finally, this past Fall marked the start of some organizational changes here at CSF. I took the position as 

President of CSF when Michael Lopez-Alegria stepped down at the end of September. We cannot thank 

him enough for his service to our organization and to our entire industry during his tenure. Frank DiBello, 

President and CEO of Space Florida was elected as CSF Chairman succeeding Stuart Witt, CEO of Mojave 

Air & Space Port. Additionally, Tommy Sanford joined CSF in October assuming the position of Director. 

Sirisha Bandla continues to be the CSF rudder and was recently promoted to Associate Director. With this 

team at the helm, I look forward to a very productive year ahead.  

 

Sincerely, 
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Commercial Spaceflight Federation 

2014 Activities 
 

Federal Legislative Agenda 
 

 CSF produced specific policy recommendations for Congress as it moves to reauthorize 

NASA. A number of CSF produced policy recommendations made their way into the House-

passed and Senate-proposed versions of the NASA Authorization Act in 2014. Unfortunately, 

there was not enough time to come to agreement on a final bill in 2014. CSF will continue to 

work with the Congress in 2015 as they return to a NASA Authorization Act. 

 

 CSF supported NASA’s 2015 budget request and the highest level of funding for NASA’s 

Commercial Crew and Space Technology programs. The Consolidated and Further 

Continuing Appropriations Act of 2015 was signed into law December 18, and increased 

NASA's FY2015 budget by $530 million above the President’s request to $18 billion. Space 

Technology received $596 million, compared to the president's request of $705.5 million. The 

Commercial Crew program was allocated its highest amount to date, with $805 million of the 

$848 million request.  

 

 CSF advocated for competitive firm-fixed price contracting to provide robust 

transparency and accountability for Commercial Crew, rather than stricter financial 

reporting requirements. The Consolidated and Further Continuing Appropriations Act of 

2015 affirmed the competitive firm-fixed price contracting model as the appropriate approach. 

 

 CSF tracked the results of the mid-term elections and how they impacted committees 

with jurisdiction over space-related policy. 

 

 Throughout the year, CSF staff met with dozens of Congressional staff to discuss the 

emerging industry, its impact on states and districts and the policy issues that the 

industry faces. In addition, CSF met with staff and answered any remaining questions 

concerning the Orbital Sciences and Virgin Galactic accidents in October.  

  



Annual Report 2014 3 

 

 

 

Regulations, Technical Standards and Safety 

 
 The interim Category XV rule was released this year. While CSF commends the overall 

efforts of the administration in export control reform, staff continued their work with 

agencies to create an environment that will not hinder the growth of the industry. CSF 

conducted a successful Export Control Reform Workshop in June in Washington DC that 

brought together representatives from the Department of State, Department of Commerce, 

Department of Defense, and the commercial spaceflight industry to discuss export control 

compliance and reform as well as recent ITAR updates to the Category XV rule of the United 

States Munitions List (USML). Knowledge gained in this workshop was used to draft 

comments to the State and Commerce Departments regarding the interim Category XV rule. 

In addition, the Export Control Reform committee and AIA's Export Committee membership 

held a joint meeting with OSTP and NSC to discuss industry concerns with the interim rule 

that went into effect on November 10th. 

 

 Through discussions with agencies such as the FAA, NASA, Members of Congress, the 

White House, and state governments, CSF continued to address regulatory issues that 

affect the commercial space industry, including the “learning period,” the FAA risk-sharing 

regime and liability protection. CSF is continuing this work through all avenues to ensure an 

appropriate regulatory environment that keeps safety a priority for all involved but does not 

stifle innovation or growth of the sector.  

 

 CSF members approved a second standard drafted by the CSF Technical Standards 

Committee. At the Members Meeting in September, the CSF Board was presented with a draft 

standard on hazardous test notification. It was referred to the membership and approved by 

those voting. Additional standards are in the development process. 

 

 CSF created an INSPACE committee at the September Members Meeting to address 

topics regarding commercial space activities beyond Earth orbit. This year, the Committee 

in conjunction with the Space Commerce and Regulatory committees have been working with 

various agencies on issues such as federal regulation of “on-orbit” spacecraft. CSF continues 

to work to stay ahead of the curve on these issues. 
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Organization and Other Activities 

 
 

 Past CSF President Michael Lopez-Alegria participated in the Transportation Research 
Board 93rd Annual Meeting on January 13th, 2014. Topics of the meeting included industry 

news, the White House decision to extend the mission of the ISS to 2024, and the future of 

commercial spaceflight industry and policy. 

 

 Former USAF Command Pilot Steve Heck joined CSF's Suborbital Applications 

Research Group. Currently a 5th grade STEM teacher, Steve was also selected as an 

Astronaut Educator in the Citizens in Space Program and awarded a NASA Endeavor 

Fellowship. 

 

 Suborbital Application Researcher’s Group (SARG) met in Seattle for their bi-annual 

meeting in January to plan for 2014 activities and begin preparations for the Next-

Generation Suborbital Researchers Conference which will be held in 2016. 

 

 Past CSF President Michael Lopez-Alegria participated in a panel discussion during the 

17th Annual FAA Commercial Space Transportation Conference. As Vice Chairman of 

the Commercial Space Transportation Advisory Committee, Michael L-A took part in a 

discussion regarding a number of policy issues surrounding the commercial spaceflight 

industry, including potential changes to the Commercial Space Launch Act. 

 

 CSF conducted its biannual Members Meeting on March 26 - 27, 2014 in Washington, 

DC. The productive meeting featured speeches and presentations from Rep. Steven Palazzo, 

Rep. Chaka Fattah, Ann Zulkosky, Bailey Edwards, NASA's Jason Crusan, Kevin Wolf from 

the Department of Commerce, and Dr. Rebecca Spyke Keiser. 

 

 In April, members of CSF's Suborbital Applications Researchers Group (SARG) 

gathered in Washington, DC to discuss the current science and technology development on 

suborbital platforms with Congressional staff members and NASA officials. 

 

 Past CSF President Michael Lopez-Alegria delivered a keynote address at SATELLITE 

2014 Conference. The conference is the premier professional gathering of the 

telecommunications satellite industry, featuring panels, roundtables, and user discussions led 

by top industry thought-leaders, pioneers, and innovators in a global marketplace that serves 

military, government, commercial broadcast, maritime, mobility and telecommunications 

industries.  

 

 Past CSF President Michael Lopez-Alegria spoke at the 110th Explorer's Club Annual 

Dinner. During the event, which took place on March 15, 2014, Michael L-A introduced 

SpaceX founder Elon Musk, who was awarded the President's Medal for Exploration and 

Technology. 
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 CSF held a successful event with The Explorers Club on May 1 in New York City. The 
event brought together CSF member companies and almost 200 members of the interested 

public to raise awareness of the commercial spaceflight industry and build excitement about 

the opportunities in its future. 

 

 CSF Media Specialist Kellie Gerardi Presented at SXSW V2V. The realities of the 

commercial space sector were presented by Kellie at SXSW V2V, a four day event that brings 

startup and venture capital communities together.  

 

 CSF Leadership Participates in the NewSpace 2014 Conference. Past CSF President 

Michael Lopez-Alegria and CSF Senior Advisor Alex Saltman spoke about the commercial 

space sector and opportunities for future public-private partnerships as panelists at NewSpace 

2014. Additionally, CSF hosted a successful Space Investors Workshop at the conference in 

partnership with the Space Frontier Foundation and the Space Angels Network. 

 

 Eric Stallmer was named President of the Commercial Spaceflight Federation. The CSF 
was pleased to announce that Eric Stallmer had been named as its next President. Stallmer 

joined CSF staff in September and assumed the position of President following the departure 

of Michael Lopez-Alegria in October. 

 

 CSF held a successful Board and Members Meetings in September. CSF held the semi-

annual meetings of the Board and Members September 9-10. The event, hosted in Jacksonville, 

Florida with the help of Cecil Air and Spaceport, brought together CSF members from across 

the globe to engage in collaborative discussions about organizational direction, policy issues, 

and industry development.  

 

 The CSF Board of Directors elected Frank DiBello as Chairman. DiBello, President and 

CEO of Space Florida, succeeds Stu Witt, CEO of Mojave Air and Space Port, as the new CSF 

Chairman.  

 

 The CSF Board of Directors elected two new officers to the Executive Committee. Mike 

Gold of Bigelow Aerospace and Sean Mahoney of Masten Space Systems were elected to the 

Executive Committee. 

 

 Tommy Sanford was named Director of the Commercial Spaceflight Federation. CSF 
announce that Tommy Sanford has joined the staff as Director starting October 1st. 

 

 CSF continues to work with the SpaceTech Expo and Conference. The next conference 
will take place in Long Beach on May 19-21 and should continue to include a significant 

commercial space presence. 
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 CSF President Eric Stallmer gave one of the Keynote addresses at the 2014 FAAMA 

Convention in Orlando, Florida November 3rd 2014.  

  

 Associate Director Sirisha Bandla talked at a panel at the Hosted Payload and Small Sat 

Summit titled, "Politics Roadmap: Selling Capabilities to Lawmakers and Identifying the 

Right Policy Challenges to Tackle." 

 

 CSF announced the addition of new member organizations: The Virginia Commercial 
Space Flight Authority, Bigelow Aerospace, Moon Express, and Orbital Outfitters joined as 

Executive Members. New Associate Members include Ares Corporation, Colorado Space 

Coalition, Penn State Applied Research Laboratory, QinetiQ North America, Space Coast 

Spaceflight Alliance, ASRC Federal, Spaceport Sweden, World View, BRPH, The Robert A. 

& Virginia Heinlein Prize Trust, Swiss Space Systems USA Holdings, and Interflight Global.  
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Industry Accomplishments 

 

 

In a new initiative, AAC identified the need for increased payload 

capability launches at KLC and is making a contract of $21M available 

in order to obtain Medium size payload lift capabilities.  

 

Bigelow Aerospace hired former NASA astronauts Kenneth Ham and 

George Zamka.  

 

Blue Origin and United Launch Alliance entered into an agreement to 

jointly fund development of the new BE-4 rocket engine by Blue 

Origin. 

 

Cecil Air & Spaceport’s first tenant, Generation Orbit Launch Services 

Inc., successfully completed their first test flight. 

 

Masten Space Systems was awarded a contract from the Defense 

Advanced Research Projects Agency (DARPA) as part of Phase 1 of 

the Experimental Spaceplane (XS-1) program to develop a reusable 

launch vehicle. 

 

Four Mojave Air & Spaceport’s tenants were chosen to participate in 

DARPA’s XS-1 program as a part of Phase 1 to develop a reusable 

launch vehicle.  

 

Moon Express unveiled its MX-1 spacecraft, a breakthrough robotic 

vehicle capable of a multitude of applications including delivering 

scientific and commercial payloads to the Moon at a fraction of the cost 

of conventional methods.  
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Orbital Outfitters announced plans to build a new facility at Midland 

Air & Spaceport.  

 

Paragon SDC’s StratEx team successfully designed, integrated, and 

launched a stratospheric space dive system that pushed the limits of 
humans in space.  

 

Planetary Resources celebrated its two-year anniversary and moved 

into a new facility this year.  

 

Sierra Nevada Corporation announced the global expansion of the 

Dream Chaser Space System through recently finalized cooperative 

understandings with the European Space Agency and the German 
Aerospace Center. 

 

SwRI researchers completed 4 separate suborbital experiments under 

contract to fly with SwRI researchers on commercial suborbital 

vehicles such as XCOR Lynx and Virgin Galactic’s Spaceship2. 

 

Singer Sarah Brightman scheduled a trip to the International Space 

Station through Space Adventures.  

 

Space Florida’s Space Life Sciences Laboratory processed the 

successful “CELLBOX Experiment.” 

 

Spaceport America and Virgin Galactic signed a key agreement for 

airspace access out of New Mexico. 
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NASA selected SpaceX’s Falcon 9 launch vehicle and Dragon 

spacecraft to fly American astronauts to the International Space Station 

under the Commercial Crew Program 

 

XCOR Aerospace successfully performed hot fire testing of the XR-

5H25 engine’s regeneratively cooled thrust chamber, with both liquid 

oxygen and liquid hydrogen propellants supplied in pump-fed mode, 

using XCOR's proprietary piston pump technology. 

 

NASA selected ARES Technical Services Corp. for its program 

integration contract for Orion. 

 

Arizona State University was selected by NASA to design, deliver and 

oversee the Mastcam-Z imaging investigation, a pair of color 

panoramic zoom cameras, on the next rover mission to be launched to 
the surface of Mars in 2020. 

 

The Naval Research Laboratory awarded the Blossom Point Tracking 

Facility Spacecraft Operations and Facilities Services contract to ASRC 

Federal Space and Defense. 

 

Barrios flight controllers received the excellence award for efforts in 

resolving critical failure onboard the International Space Station. 

 

BRPH celebrated its 50th anniversary. 

 

Colorado Governor John Hickenlooper signed into law a sales-and-use-

tax exemption bill for spaceflight property that has long been 

considered a hindrance to aerospace business growth in the state. 

 

David Clark Company was included as part of SNC's "Dream Team" 

for Dream Chaser, which consists of vital aerospace industry members 

from around the world. 
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NASTAR Center recognized 12 teachers from area schools as 

Distinguished Educators. Teachers who attend 40 hours of training and 

participate in at least one equipment-based activity at the NASTAR 

Center receive this award. 

 

The Golden Spike Company and Honeybee Robotics completed a 

preliminary design study for unmanned rovers capable of enhancing the 

next human missions to the Moon. 

 

Griffin Communications Group announced key executive leadership 

promotions. 

 

The Robert A. and Virginia Heinlein Prize Trust created a new Heinlein 

award class for an individual or individuals that have developed space-

tested technology used to benefit space commercial activities. 

 

The Houston Airport System signed a letter of intent with the Sierra 

Nevada Corp. to explore landing the company's Dream Chaser 

spacecraft at the proposed facility. 

 

Oscar S. Garcia, IFG’s Chairman and CEO was elected Chairman of 

the COMSTAC newly formed Standards Working Group 

 

Jacobs Engineering Group Inc. announced it was awarded a Phase I 

contract for the conceptual design of an asteroid capture system for 
NASA’s Asteroid Redirect Mission. 

 

Logyx LLC supported Wyle Laboratories in its mission support 

services contract with NASA to support flight programs and mission 

projects. 
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Space Systems/Loral, a subsidiary of MDA Corporation, was selected 

by the U.S. Defense Advanced Research Projects Agency to integrate 

the flight hardware for a new capability designed to carry small science 

and technology missions to space on its geostationary satellite platform. 

 

The Midland International Air & Space Port was granted its 

Commercial Space Launch Site license by the FAA, making it the first 

primary commercial service airport to be given a spaceport designation. 

 

The Federal Aviation Administration selected the PanPacific UAS 

Test Range Complex, led by the University of Alaska. This team, 

includes UAS test ranges in Alaska, Oregon and Hawaii as one of six 

unmanned aircraft systems (UAS) research and test site operators. Near 

Space Corporation’s Johnson Near Space Center (JNSC) is one of three 

sites located in Oregon. 

 

 

Sierra Nevada Corporation completed the acquisition of Orbital 

Technologies Corporation (ORBITEC). The company will continue its 

operations in Madison, while supporting SNC’s Space Systems in 

Louisville, Colorado. 

 

The Lunar Lion team successfully achieved a hot firing of their H2O2 

engine.  

  

QinetiQ North America (QNA) was awarded a United States Army 

contract to build, refurbish and modernize QNA’s TALON IV military 

robots used extensively in combat in Afghanistan and Iraq. 

 

Qwaltec was awarded a subcontract with Exelis for systems 

engineering and business process consulting for the NASA TDRS 

Space Network ground system. 

 

The Jacksonville Aviation Authority (JAA) teamed up with RS&H to 

prepare commercial launch site operator license application 

documentation, environmental analyses, and a commercial spaceport 

master plan at Naval Air Station Cecil Field in Florida. 
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S3 USA Holdings inaugurated its new U.S. subsidiary at KSC and 

signed a MOU with Space Florida for future utilization the Shuttle 

Landing Facility and associated infrastructure 

 

Scaled Composite’s Zach Reeder set a record in a Rutan Catbird. 

 

The Space Coast Spaceflight Alliance continued to the promotion of 

opportunities to attract and retain commercial spaceflight providers to 

the area. 

 

NovaWurks, which is under a DARPA contract to develop satlets, a 

self-contained satellite component pieces that perform specific 

functions such as propulsion or communications, has tapped 

Spaceflight to fly the initial versions aboard its Sherpa space tug. 

 

Karin Nilsdotter, CEO of Spaceport Sweden, was named the 2014 

SAAB Technology Woman of the Year. She has been awarded the prize 

in recognition for her activities in promoting Swedish technology and 

innovation by developing technology products and world class services 

in her area. 

 

Waypoint 2 Space received their Federal Aviation Administration 

safety approval for their plan to train would-be astronauts. 

 

World View, whose CEO and CTO played a key role in the StratEx 

Space Dive program piloted by Google Executive Alan Eustace, 

acquired both the key underlying technology and personnel from this 

historic project, adding years of project-relevant experience to the 

World View spaceflight development team. 

 

Google Lunar X PRIZE selected five teams to compete for $6 million 

in milestone prizes. 
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Research Education Mission 

Affiliate Accomplishments  

 

The A4H team worked closely with K-12 schools to promote STEM 

education. Projects such as the A4H World Space Week Art Contest 

have helped instill excitement and awareness of the commercial space 

industry in our youth and local communities. 

 

Embry-Riddle Worldwide faculty challenged high school students with 

a complex unmanned aerial system problem, and first-year aerospace 

engineering student Sai Andra and the Next Level team from South 

Burlington High School in Vermont responded – taking home first-

place honors at the 2014 Real World Design Challenge.  

 

Real World Design Challenge hosted Iowa State freshmen in 

Washington, D.C.  RWDC is an annual aviation competition for high 

school students with a challenge that changes every year. 

 

MSU Denver's proposed Aerospace and Engineering Sciences building 

received $5.2 million in state funding. 

 

The Museum of Flight hosted a three-day public event that featured 

presentations, demonstrations, and activities with the leaders of the 

national and commercial space industry. 

 

Wichita State University’s National Institute for Aviation Research 

recently opened a new Ballistics and Impact Dynamics Research Lab 

within the former Britt Brown Arena at the Kansas Coliseum. 

 

Items representing Purdue University's contributions to flight and space 

history flew onboard the first test of Orion from Cape Canaveral Air 

Force Station's Space Launch Complex. 

http://www.museumofflight.org/
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Rice Space Institute, along with partners across the university, proudly 

hosted their 9th annual Sally Ride Science Festival. 

 

The Silicon Valley Space Center bid to lease Moffett Field’s Hanger 

One. SVSC's plan is to redevelop the site into the nation's leading 

space-industry nexus, providing lab, office and R&D space for 

entrepreneurial companies working in the space sector. 

 

Two experiments with ties to the University of Central Florida were 

delivered to the ISS on SpaceX's Dragon spacecraft as part of NASA's 
Flight Opportunities Program. 
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Commercial Spaceflight Federation 

Members 
 

Executive Members 

 

Alaska Aerospace Corporation 

Bigelow Aerospace 

Blue Origin 

Jacksonville – Cecil Field Spaceport 

Masten Space Systems 

Mojave Spaceport 

Moon Express 

Orbital Outfitters 

Paragon SDC 

Planetary Resources 

Sierra Nevada Corporation 

Southwest Research Institute 

Space Adventures 

Spaceport America 

Space Exploration Technologies 

Space Florida 

Virgin Galactic 

Virginia Commercial Spaceflight 

Authority 

XCOR Aerospace 

 

 

Associate Members 

 

ARES Corporation  

Arizona State University 

ASRC Federal 

Barrios Technology 

BRPH 

Colorado Space Coalition 

David Clark Company 

ETC – NASTAR Center 

Golden Spike Company  

Griffin Communications 

Heinlein Prize Trust 

Houston Airport System 

InterFlight Global 

Jacobs Technology 

Logyx 

MDA Corporation 

Midland Development Corporation 

Near Space Corporation 

ORBITEC 

Penn State Applied Research Laboratory 

QinetiQ North America 

Qwaltec 

RS&H 

S3 USA Holdings 

Scaled Composites 

Space Coast Spaceflight Alliance 

Spaceflight Services 

Spaceport Sweden 

Waypoint 2 Space 

World View Enterprises 

X PRIZE Foundation 

 

 

 

Research and Education Affiliates 

 

Astronauts 4 Hire 

Embry-Riddle Aeronautical University 

Iowa State University 

Metropolitan State University of Denver 

The Museum of Flight 

NIAR 

Purdue University 

Rice Space Institute 

Silicon Valley Space Center 

University of Central Florida 

 

  



 

 



 

 

 



 

 


