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 FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE  

Contact:  
John Gedmark  
202.349.1121 

 
 

 
Commercial Spaceflight Federation Welcomes           

Newly Released National Space Policy 
 
 

Washington, D.C., June 30, 2010 – The Commercial Spaceflight Federation welcomes 
President Obama’s new National Space Policy, which underscores the importance of 
commercial spaceflight for American economic growth and leadership in space.   
 
Bretton Alexander, President of the Commercial Spaceflight Federation, stated, “The 
National Space Policy reinforces the President’s new plan for NASA, particularly the use 
of commercial providers for transport of crew and cargo to the International Space 
Station.  The National Space Policy recognizes the benefits of a robust commercial space 
industry and lays down a series of clear policies to enable further growth of this sector.”   
 
Alexander added, “Importantly, the National Space Policy document states that 
government space systems will only be developed if there is no suitable commercial 
system that “is or will be available” [emphasis added], a strong declaration that the 
government will support and not compete with emerging commercial space services.” 
 
The importance of promoting commercial spaceflight is heavily emphasized throughout 
the National Space Policy document, establishing as a guiding principle that “a robust 
and competitive commercial space sector is vital to continued progress in space.”  The 
policy further states that the U.S. government will “promote a robust domestic 
commercial space industry, […] refrain from conducting United States Government 
space activities that preclude, discourage, or compete with U.S. commercial space 
activities, [… and] pursue potential opportunities for transferring routine, operational 
space functions to the commercial space sector where beneficial and cost-effective,” 
among other pro-commercial actions. 
 
 
About the Commercial Spaceflight Federation 
 
The mission of the Commercial Spaceflight Federation (CSF) is to promote the 
development of commercial human spaceflight, pursue ever-higher levels of safety, and 
share best practices and expertise throughout the industry. The Commercial Spaceflight 
Federation’s member companies, which include commercial spaceflight developers, 
operators, spaceports, suppliers, and service providers, are creating thousands of high-
tech jobs nationwide, working to preserve American leadership in aerospace through 
technology innovation, and inspiring young people to pursue careers in science and 
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engineering.  For more information please visit www.commercialspaceflight.org or 
contact Executive Director John Gedmark at john@commercialspaceflight.org or at 
202.349.1121. 
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