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Commercial Spaceflight Industry Timeline – Orbital Missions

2002-09: 17 successful flights of 
Pegasus, Taurus I, Minotaur I

1st COTS demo for NASA

Falcon 1 flight successes

1st COTS 
demo

Future non-Taurus-II 
flights

Additional Falcon 1 flights
ISS resupply (12 flights on 
contract to NASA) + DragonLab

COTS
Cargo
award

COTS
Cargo
award

ISS resupply (8 flights on contract to NASA)

44 Delta II flight successes, 2002-today

9 successful Delta IV launches

16 successful Atlas V launches

ISS Space Tourists

Bigelow on-orbit inflatable 
habitat demos

Bigelow orbital habitat (on 
SpaceX launch manifest)

7 Delta II flights on manifest

Air Force demand for future EELV flights

Weather, recon, and GPS launches

18 more Atlas Vs thru ‘10

Legend:
Commercial launch vehicle flight

Commercial orbital capsule flight

Other commercially-funded missions

Lighter shade: Future mission on NASA  
contract,  company manifest, 
or public projection

Milestone: engine test or COTS contract

Indefinite quantity of flights

Note: All data is based solely on public sources and subject to error. Dates are approximate.
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